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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR KING COUNTY

	IN RE: DETENTION OF 

______
Respondent(s).


	
	)

)
)
)
)
)
)
	No. ________________
MOTION FOR ORDER TO SEAL RECORDS




I. Relief Requested.

COMES NOW the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, by and through its attorney(s) of record, and respectfully requests the Court to seal the following record in this proceeding: Sealed Data.
II. Statement of Facts.

The local health officer has filed a petition for involuntary isolation or quarantine pursuant to WAC 246-100-040 because he/she has reason to believe that Respondent(s) is, or is suspected to be, infected with, exposed to, or contaminated with a communicable disease or chemical, biological, or radiological agent that could spread to or contaminate others if remedial action is not taken.  This action thus involves health care information regarding Respondent(s).

III. Statement of Issues.

Should the record in this matter be sealed in order to prevent unnecessary disclosure of health care information?

IV. Evidence Relied Upon.

This Motion is based upon the records and documents contained in this file.

V. Authority.

The legislature has found that “health care information is personal and sensitive information that if improperly used or released may do significant harm to a patient’s interests in privacy, health care, or other interests.”  RCW 70.02.005(1).  Additionally, the federal Privacy Rule implementing the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (“HIPAA”), Public Law 104-191, defines and limits the circumstances in which protected health information may be disclosed.  45 C.F.R. § 164.502(a).  This matter necessarily involves health care information regarding Respondent(s).  In order to prevent unnecessary disclosure of such health care information, and in accordance with chapter 70.02 RCW and HIPAA, the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health requests that the Sealed Data, filed with the Court, identifying Respondent(s) and the Location of Detention be sealed and treated as confidential and not available to persons other than the parties, their counsel of record, the King County Sheriff’s Office and other law enforcement personnel if necessary to carry out the terms of any order issued in this case, and other designated individuals as the Court deems appropriate.

DATED this _______ day of ________________, 200____.






Respectfully submitted,






NORM MALENG, King County Prosecuting Attorney






________________________________

By: _____________________________, WSBA # ______
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

Attorney for Seattle-King County Department of Public Health
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