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King County Chempack Fact Sheet
King County currently has two Chempack storage locations, both in the City of Seattle.  One is located centrally and another is in the north end of the City.  Each Chempack contains enough medication to provide post-exposure treatment for 1,000 staff and patients.  The King County Healthcare Coalition, in combination with Seattle Fire Department, is interested in widening the geographic distribution of Chempack locations across King County to better serve hospital staff and patients.
Steps to Housing a Chempack
1. Identify a preferred site that could meet the requirements outlined below identified by January 4, 2008.  

2. Pre-assessment site visit with the CDC and WADOH during the first two weeks in February 2008.  

3. Build/Retrofit the Chempack room to meet CDC specification.  Buildouts are reimbursable up to $2500/site, but must be completed by June 30, 2008 to qualify for reimbursement.

4. Complete a final assessment of Chempack storage space with the CDC and WADOH.

5. Receive Chempack.

6. Maintain Chempack space according to CDC Guidelines.

Why would my hospital want a Chempack?

· Provides post-exposure treatment at no cost to your hospital in the event of a Chemical attack for 1,000 staff and patients.

· Provides peace of mind to Emergency Department and Decontamination staff people during a chemical event.

· Improves coordination with your local Fire Department and EMS agencies.

What is in a Chempack?

	EMS CHEMPACK Container-Treatment Capacity 454 Patients 

	 
	Unit Pack
	Cases per Container

	Mark 1 auto-injector
	240
	5

	Atropine Sulfate 0.4mg/ml 20ml
	100
	1

	Pralidoxime 1gm inj 20ml
	276
	1

	Atropen 0.5 mg
	144
	1

	Atropen 1.0 mg
	144
	1

	Diazepam 5mg/ml auto-injector
	150
	2

	Diazepam 5mg/ml vial, 10ml
	25
	2

	Sterile water for injection 20cc Vials
	100
	2


	Hospital CHEMPACK Container- Treatment Capacity 1000 Patients 

	 
	Unit Pack
	Cases per Container

	Mark 1 auto-injector
	240
	2

	Atropine Sulfate 0.4mg/ml 20ml
	100
	9

	Pralidoxime 1gm inj 20ml
	276
	10

	Atropen 0.5 mg
	144
	1

	Atropen 1.0 mg
	144
	1

	Diazepam 5mg/ml auto-injector
	150
	1

	Diazepam 5mg/ml vial, 10ml
	25
	26

	Sterile water for injection  20cc Vials
	100
	28


We considered a Chempack before.  What has changed?

· The Chempacks are smaller and will fit through a regular door frame.

· The new casters on the Chempacks are higher quality and will not mark your hospital’s floors.

What does it take to store a Chempack?
Space

· Provide a locked room or cage.

· The CHEMPACK container is constructed of Lexan® mesh and is approved by the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) for storage of Class IV controlled drugs. For this reason, there is no requirement for floor to ceiling construction. The purpose of the enclosed room or cage is to control access and ensure compliance with applicable Federal, State and Local pharmaceutical regulations. 

· Ensure a minimum clearance of 72” aisles and 45” doorways to maneuver containers in and out of the storage location – Expected to change with new Chempack dimensions.
· Provide a minimum of 50 sq. ft. of floor space per container at each cache location. – Expected to change with new Chempack dimensions. 

· Ensure accessibility to CHEMPACK containers. CHEMPACK container dimensions are
 64” long X 25” wide X 60.5” high and weigh 500 - 700 pounds. – Dimension in bold is the new proposed width.
Security & Fire Detection
· Install an intrusion detection device, directed towards the CHEMPACK containers, to alert cache location security or pharmacy personnel of possible intrusion into the storage area. 
· The sensor must be physically monitored on a 24-hour basis by security or pharmacy personnel. Cache location security managers will test the interior devices according to manufacturer specifications to ensure proper operation. 

· Ensure each container is locked with a padlock and access to the key is limited; key control shall be the responsibility of the cache location pharmacy director. 
· Provide a fire detection and alarm device and, adequate fire suppression in accordance with applicable Federal, State and Local pharmacy regulations and fire codes. 

Temperature
· Ensure CHEMPACK containers are stored in a climate-controlled environment with a thermostat that automatically maintains room temperature between 59 to 86 degrees Fahrenheit (15 degrees and 30 degrees Celsius). Humidity must be maintained below 60% to prevent visible mold growth. 

Phone
· Provide one dedicated data quality analog phone line per Sensaphone® (this line may not be a shared line). 
· Ensure one dedicated standard 120VAC, 60HZ, 10W, UL-listed power outlet and a back-up power source per Sensaphone® (uninterruptible power supply (UPS) or existing facility emergency generator is adequate). 

Lighting
· Provide standard lighting to ensure CHEMPACK personnel can clearly see lot numbers and product expiration dates as required by applicable Federal, State and Local pharmacy regulations. 

What are the regional expectations?
· Dispense Chempacks to hospital staff and community members during a chemical event.

· Seattle Fire and the King County Healthcare Coalition will assist with the following:

· Create pharmacy protocols for periodic inspections of the Chempack space.

· Maintain a Chempack drill schedule with support from the King County Healthcare Coalition.

· Implement a staff training program to educate staff on Chempack use during a chemical event.

Are there any funds available?
· ASPR allows $2500 per facility for retrofitting costs associated with modifying a space for Chempack storage.

· ASPR Training & Exercise dollars can be used for Chempack Training and Drills.

For additional questions

Please contact Allison Schletzbaum at (206) 744-6213 or aschletz@u.washington.edu.

